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Regenerative medicine company Regeneus (ASX: RGS), announced today the publication of a paper in the 
Journal of Pain Research describing safety and early efficacy data for the use of the company’s stem cell 
therapy (HiQCell®) for neuropathic pain sufferers whereby patients suffer from persistent, severe and 
intolerable pain in the face and dental region. This new study confirms that HiQCell appears to offer a viable 
new strategy for treatment of neuropathic pain that affects up to 6% of the population.  
 
The study investigated the impact of HiQCell on pain in the trigeminal cranial nerve (oral and facial region) 
and was conducted by the team of world-leading pain management specialist and maxillofacial surgeon, 
Dr Russell Vickers and plastic and reconstructive surgeon, Dr John Flood.   The paper concluded: “This 
preliminary open-labeled study showed autologous administration of stem cells for neuropathic trigeminal 
pain significantly reduced pain intensity at 6 months and is a safe and well tolerated intervention”. 

 

Dr Vickers said: “managing chronic pain often requires a multidisciplinary approach and current 
pharmaceutical medication can cause adverse side effects. In the study group, in addition to a significant 
reduction in pain, there were improvements in headache, cosmetic facial deficits and myelinated nerves. 
Our pioneering work with Regeneus has shown long-term, life changing improvements to my patients, when 
stem cell treatment is used alongside my traditional techniques”.  

 

The HiQCell treatment involves harvesting a small amount of a patient’s own stem cells from adipose (fat) 
tissue and after separating and concentrating the regenerative cells these are re-injected.  This technique 
has been established with treating musculoskeletal conditions. The HiQCell treatment, which reduces 
inflammation and repairs damaged tissue, is carried out under the supervision of the patients’ treating 
medical specialist. The neuropathic pain patients have been treated at North Shore Specialist Day Hospital 
in Sydney’s Greenwich, which contains a Regeneus state of the art cell-processing laboratory.  

Regeneus Clinical Development Director, Dr Richard Lilischkis said, “to date the pioneering work of HiQCell 
has focused on the treatment of musculoskeletal conditions, such as osteoarthritis. Following extensive 
research and development, we are working with our medical specialist partners to offer a therapeutic 
treatment option for patients suffering with neuropathic pain. We look forward to continuing offering stem 
cell clinical treatment options with North Shore Specialist Day Hospital to deliver high quality outcomes for 
patients”. Regeneus will continue to explore pain more generally and how HiQCell could be applied to 
other indications. 

The paper can be accessed at: 
 
“A preliminary report on stem cell therapy for neuropathic pain in humans” 
http://www.dovepress.com/articles.php?article_id=16748  
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Contacts and further information: 
 
Investors: 
Sandra McIntosh       
Company Secretary 
Regeneus Ltd       
T: +61 2 9499 8010       
E: investors@regeneus.com.au  
 
Media contact: 
Clare Serafini 
Communications Manager, Regeneus Ltd 
T: +61 2 9499 8010 
E: clare.serafini@regeneus.com.au  
 
Clinical contact: 
Dominic de Souza 
Business Development Manager, Regeneus Ltd 
M: +61 408 370 751 
E: dominic.desouza@regeneus.com.au 
 

About Regeneus: 
Regeneus Ltd (ASX: RGS) is a Sydney-based ASX listed regenerative medicine company that develops and 
commercialises novel autologous (patient’s cells) and allogeneic (donor cells) cell therapies for humans and 
animals.  The company has a marketed autologous product to treat human osteoarthritis (OA), HiQCell, 
which has been used to treat over 1000 arthritic joints.  The company plans to commence a clinical trial of 
allogeneic adipose stem cells to treat human OA in H12015.  

Regeneus’ lead product for the animal health market is CryoShot, a clinical stage allogeneic adipose stem 
cell product for the treatment of canine and equine OA. CryoShot is scheduled for a US registration trial in 
H12015.  Regeneus also has a clinical stage autologous immunotherapy, Kvax, for canine cancer which will 
commence marketing trials in the US and Australia in H2 2014.  The company holds an option over the rights 
for human applications of the immunotherapy.      

www.regeneus.com.au 

 

About Dr Russell Vickers: 

Dr. E Russell Vickers PhD, MScMed, MDSc, MArt, FFPMANZCA, DipHerbalMedicine 

Dr Russell Vickers is a Maxillofacial Surgeon and Pain Management Specialist. Dr Vickers holds the title of 
Clinical Senior Lecturer at the Sydney University Medical School. Previously he was appointed as the 
Balthasar Research Scholar in Anaesthesia. He has published approximately 25 research papers in clinical 
pain, analytical and peptide chemistry, and pharmaceutical and herbal compounds to treat pain. Dr 
Vickers completed his training in stem cells in 2010 at the Australian Government funded Stemcore 
(University of Queensland).   

 

About Dr John Flood: 

Dr John Flood is a Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeon and a Fellow of the Royal Australasian College of 
Surgeons.  

Dr John Flood is a Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeon, and specialises in cosmetic plastic surgery. Dr Flood’s 
main interests are in facial cosmetic surgery particularly cosmetic eyelid surgery.  Dr Flood also reconstructs 
facial defects after skin cancers have been removed. He has a special interest in fat transfer for treating 
facial ageing. 
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After completing his Plastic Surgical training in Sydney, Dr Flood undertook a Fellowship in Maxillo-facial 
Surgery in South Western University, Dallas, Texas. He is on the Editorial Board for Selective Readings in Plastic 
Surgery, which is used as a core curriculum for plastic surgical trainees throughout the world, and is an 
author of peer reviewed papers as well as a number of book chapters. He is also a Fellow of the Royal 
Australasian College of Surgeons. 

Dr Flood is currently involved in research into adult stem cells and their use in regenerative medicine & 
chronic pain. 


